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another law enforcement agency), police corruption is seen as the most serious form of corruption among appointed officials in many post-Communist states.
Police corruption can have significant security implications. For instance, it has been seen as a major factor in the disruptive ethnic (nationalist) riots that took place in Moscow in December 2010. 7 It has even been linked to terrorism (e.g., in connection with the January 2011 bombing at Moscow's Domodedovo Airport), although the evidence is mostly circumstantial and often of indirect connections. 8 Widespread police corruption can delegitimize an established system, or else undermine attempts to legitimize a new one; the latter was certainly a problem of early post-Communism. Yet its significance has traditionally been underestimated. Thus, while transnational organized crime has by now been widely recognized as one of the major "soft" (i.e., non-military) security issues in the contemporary world, collusion between the police and crime gangs-which substantially contributes to the success rate of organized crime-has until recently rarely been identified as a serious danger. 9 Fortunately, awareness is now rapidly increasing. For instance, in December 2010, the French and German interior ministers requested the European Commission to delay Romania's scheduled March 2011 admission into the Schengen (visa-free) zone because of security concerns at Romanian border crossings, a major aspect of which was collusion between officers of the state and crime gangs involved in smuggling and trafficking.
